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Question: Is it true that we do not affirm the Islam of someone in Dar 
al-Kufr even if he prays unless we questioned him about his Aqidah? 


Answer: All praise is due to Allah and may the peace and blessings 
be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and his companions. 


This statement is an old Bid ah of the Khawarij and has no foundation 
in the Sharr ah. The Akhnasiyyah, a group of the Khawarij, held the 
same beliefs as was mentioned by those who described them: 
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“The Akhnasiyyah refrain from passing judgment on all those in 
the land of Taqiyyah (Dar al-Kufr) who profess Islam and are 
among the people of the Qiblah, except for those whom they know 
for having Iman”! 


It is true that people are judged upon their Dar and it’s inhabitants in 
general but only if there is no outward sign of Islam that appears from 
them. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah said: 
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“The foundation is to affiliate the individual with the predominant 
majority (in the land)."? 


While Ghulat use this statement in order to prove their argument, 
Shaykh al-Islam mentions in the same chapter that the rule only 
applies if there is no sign which shows otherwise. This is further 
strengthened by Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisr's statement: 
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"If you find a dead person and then you do not know whether he is 
Muslim or Kafir, then you look at the outward signs in terms of 
circumcision, clothing and coloring (of the hair or beard). If he has 
no sign and is in Dar al-Islam, he is washed and prayed over. And if 
he is in Dar al-Kufr (and there is no sign), he is not washed and he is 
not prayed over, and this is what al-Imam Ahmad said explicitly, 
because the foundation is that one belongs to his Dar, and their 
judgment is confirmed for him unless there is evidence to the 
contrary"? 


So according to the Madhhab of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal 
rahimahullah, if an Islamic sign appears from someone, then we 
regard him as a Muslim and only if there is no sign appearing from 
him, then we judge him according to his Dar. The Prophet salla-Ilahu 
‘alayhi wa sallama said: 


“Whoever prays as we pray, turns to face the same Qiblah as us 
and eats our slaughtered animals, that is a Muslim.” 


The author of al-Fath al-Bārī commented on that Hadith: 


“It also indicates that people's affairs are judged based on what is 
apparent. Whoever openly displays the signs of the religion, the 
rulings of its adherents are applied to them, as long as they do not 
show anything contrary to that.” 


None of the scholars stated that this rule is specified to Dar al-Islam 
but rather it is applied everywhere. Indeed, the prayer is one of the 
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most apparent signs of Islam and it is allowed to pray behind the one 
whose 'Aqidah is not known. Imam Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah 
said: 
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“A man is permitted to perform the five daily prayers, the Jumu‘ah 
prayer, and other prayers behind someone from whom no Bid ah or 
Fisq is known, by consensus of the four Imams and other Muslim 
Imàms. It is not a condition for the follower to know the beliefs of 
the Imam or to test him by asking: “What do you believe?" Rather, 
he may pray behind someone whose condition is not known." 


If someone argues that some of the Salaf like Sufyan ath-Thawri 
rahimahullah stated that one should only pray behind the one whose 
‘Aqidah is known, then they show their ignorance of the time of the 
Salaf for verily these statements were issued during the time of 
Mihnah when the Khalifah was a Mu tazili and the leaders of prayer 
in the Masajid were appointed by the Mu tazilah and Jahmiyyah who 
only supported those who held their own Kufri beliefs. 


These statements are not connected to the issue of Takfir ad-Dar and 
this is why Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah mentions the Ijma' of the 
Salaf including Imam Ahmad, Imam ash-Shafi 1 and Imam Malik 
ibn Anas rahimahumullah when it comes to praying behind the one 
whose situation unknown. 


And among the worst statements of the Khawari is that they say that 
the Shahadah and the prayer are no signs of Islam anymore. When 
Jibril 'alayhis-salam asked the Prophet salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallama 
what Islam is, he replied: 
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"Islam is that you testify that there is no God but Allah and that 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and that you perform the 
prayer, pay the Zakah, fast during Ramadan, and perform Hajj 
to the House if you can find a way to it.” 


These are the signs with which the Prophet salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallama described Islam with but the Ahl al-Bid ah abandoned the 
words of the Messenger and say that none of these signs prove the 
Islam of a man because some Murtaddin pray as well and the signs are 
not exclusive to the Muslims anymore. 


This Shubhah is refuted by the actions of the Sahabah during the 
Riddah wars. The Murtaddin during that time differed as some of 
them left Islam as a whole like Banü Hanifah under the leadership of 
Musaylamah al-Kadhab and the people of Yemen under the leadership 
of al-Aswad al-' Ansi while others refrained from paying Zakah while 
still uttering the Shahadah and praying. Abū Hurayrah radty-allahu 
‘anhu reported that Umar said about the latter ones: 
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“O Abi Bakr, how can you fight the people when the Messenger of 
Allah salla-llahu 'alayhi wa sallama said: I have been commanded 
to fight the people until they say La ilaha illa Allah, and whoever 
says La ilaha illa Allah, his wealth and his life are protected from 
me, except by its right, and his reckoning is with Allah, the Mighty 
and Majestic?"* 


During the time of the Riddah wars, the signs of Islam like the 
Shahadah, the prayer, the Adhàn were not exclusive to the Muslims 
because some Murtaddin practiced them as well. Nevertheless, Abū 
Bakr as-Siddiq radiy-allahu ‘anhu wrote in a letter towards the 
Sahabah who led the Muslim armies in all parts of the peninsula: 
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“If the Muslims call the Adhan, refrain from fighting them. If they do 
not call the Adhan, attack them immediately. If they call the Adhan, 
ask them what obligations they have. If they refuse, attack them 
immediately. If they acknowledge, accept it from them and hold them 
to what is required of them.” 


Eventhough the Murtaddin called the Adhan as well, he counted it 
among the signs of Islam and he affirmed Islam for those who call it 
while most of the people who called it were Murtaddin as the Muslims 
were only able to call it in Makkah, Madinah and Ta if. The Prophet 
salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallama commanded us to follow the example of 
the rightly-guided Khulafa’ when he said: 


“Verily he among you who lives long will see great controversy, so 
you must keep to my Sunnah and to the Sunnah of the rightly- 
guided Khulafa'"!? 


Verily, the Sahabah accepted all signs of Islam even if they were not 
exclusive to the Muslims. This is what was also practiced by the Salaf 
as-Salih. It is reported that Imam Ahmad was asked regarding the one 
who died in Dar al-Kufr and who can not be identified, so he replied: 
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“He is identified (as a Muslim or Kafir) by circumcision and 
clothing."!! 


Neither circumcision, nor clothing are signs exclusive to the Muslims 
but Imam Ahmad rahimahullah counted it among the signs of Islam 
upon which the unknown is identified. 
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As for those who make Takfir upon someone who shows Islamic signs 
based on suspicions that he might have committed widespread 
disbelief, then Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab rahimahullah 
said: 
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“Whoever shows Islam and we think that he has fallen into a 
nullifier of Islam, we do not declare him a disbeliever by this 
assumption, because certainty is not eliminated by doubt. 
Likewise, we do not declare a disbeliever if we do not know the 
disbelief because of an nullifier that has been mentioned about him 
but we have not verified it.” ? 


Anyone who shows signs of Islam like the Shahadatayn, the prayer or 
any other deed which belongs to our religion, then he is a Muslim and 
he is prayed behind and his slaughtered is eaten based upon the words 
of the Prophet salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallama, the actions of the 
Sahabah radiy-allahu 'anhuma and the statements of the Salaf and 
those who followed them. So follow their way for verily this Risalah 
will be a proof against you on the Day of the Judgement. 


And Allah ta ala knows best 
Written by: 


Abi Bakr al-Balqani 
13. Muharram 1446 
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